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semi-continental state, owning lands on both sides <
the  Channel;   he  ruled   a  large  part  of Souther
France, but he did not rule Scotland, which was sti
the seat of an independent, and, indeed,  a hostiL
kingdom.    The  government  of England  was   sti
largely feudal, though modified by the addition c
Parliament, which body was still in its infancy an<
of which the permanency was but doubtful.    An<
the power of the monarch was still very great; h
was still the supreme and unquestioned head of th
executive.    In addition to these territorial interests
England was bound to the Continent by the stronge
tie of religion ; her Church was but part of that grea
Christian body over which the Pope presided.    Anc
the chief wealth of the country lay in agriculture
the centres of population lay in the south, and the
principal exports were raw materials.

In 1660 all this has been changed. The English
possessions on the Continent have been finally lost
and though Charles inherits the title of King oi
France, the wildest visionaries do not propose to
attempt to enforce * a claim which has long since
become obsolete. The map of Europe has been
redrawn, and, while England's rivalry is mainly with
the Dutch, the King of France is occupied with a
struggle against the house of Austria. On the other
hand, Charles rules over Scotland as well as Eng-
land, and a new Empire is arising across the seas in
lands of which the very existence was unknown to
Edward III. Feudalism has passed away and the
feudal dues, which still legally exist, are on the eve
of being finally abolished, The Monarchy, after